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Shortlisted Target Project Proposal

Project: Awesome Blossoms
Organization: Safe Spaces
Location: Nairobi, Kenya

Description of the Project

Awesome Blossoms is the latest evolution of a community-based organization, Safe Spaces,

created by Mrs. Peninah Nthenya Musyimi. This project features an organic, water-efficient

urban farm project for 75 women in partnership with three primary schools located in the

Mathare slum area of Nairobi.

Impacts

Impact on the environment/climate: The need for local, healthy and sustainably produced

food in the slums is critical, especially as climate change negatively impacts the availability of

reliable rains, food production and food choices in disadvantaged neighborhoods.

Addressing gender equality: Awesome Blossoms features an ingenious spiral hydroponic

food system which is compact and produces consistent yields. Systematic use of organic

foliar biopesticides and fungicides reduces the risk of exposure to synthetic chemicals which

contribute significantly to environmental pollution. The project would positively impact the

entire community by improving access to healthy food options. Women and girls in the

program would develop valuable skills in hydroponics, gain nutritional advice through

specific workshops and increase economic empowerment by learning and managing the

various steps—from production to delivery—of this aspect of agribusiness.



Supporting the community: The leadership is assured in-country with a strong

representation of female staff members. They are embedded in the local community via a

strong network of volunteers.

Achieving/reaching sustainability: Both commercial contracts with local hotels and land

lease agreements with schools on whose land the produce would be grown have been

finalized. As a social enterprise project, the proceeds from Awesome Blossom’s sales of crops

will be reinvested in the various ongoing Safe Spaces programs (trainings on reproductive

health and life skills, micro-entrepreneurship, sports and arts programs) in order to create a

path towards self-reliance for all programs.

SDGs addressed: (using UN icons):

Budget: $144,212

65% of funding will go to program costs, 15% for equipment and 12% of funding will go to
salaries. There are well established accounting and reporting procedures in place.

Proof of Concept:
● (2019) An urban farm pilot program was established. 15 Peer Educators gained

vocational training while 72 women micro-entrepreneurs used the systems to

produce food for low-income households.

Proposed Marketing Support for Clubs: 
● A wide array of both in-country and external communication ideas to assist clubs

inform and excite members in fundraising efforts includes a press pack, artwork,

testimonials, ready to print templates for greeting cards & calendars, Kenyan recipes

and cooking videos rounded out by timely messages from the director.

For additional information, you are invited to learn more about the organization by visiting

the “Safe Spaces” website: https://www.safespaces-nairobi.org/ and its multiple social media

platforms (Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, LinkedIn, YouTube).  You may request a copy of the

application by contacting Tharien van Eck, Target Selection Chair at

target-application@fawco.org.

https://www.safespaces-nairobi.org/
mailto:target-application@fawco.org

